What do the terms
mean?

Unconditional Bail

This term means that you are on
trust not to offend again, and to
come back to Court on the
date given

Conditional Ball

This means that the Magistrates can
order you to do certain things, for
example, to stay at home during
certain times, or to stay away from
certain people. You must follow their
instructions.

Remand to the care of
the local authority

This means that you may be put into
a foster home, or somewhere where
you can be supervised.

The YOS Officer will be able to
explain this more fully.

Remanded to Custody

This means that you will be go
Prison or to a Secure Unit until
the date of your next
Court appearance.

HOW 10 TInd uUS

We are here >

How to cont act us

Coventry Youth Offending Services
Ground Floor
Christchurch House
Greyfriars Lane
Coventry
CV1 2GY

Telephone: 02476 831414
Fax: 02476 831400

Email: Info@coventry-yos.org.uk
Web: www.coventry-yos.org.uk
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What is the Youth Court?

The Youth Court deals with young
people aged 10-17 years who have
been charged with a criminal offence.

Who will be in Court?

THE MAGISTRATES

If you plead “not guilty” they will hold

a trial, to decide if you are guilty or not.

If you plead “guilty” or are found guilty
after a trial, it is their job to decide
what sentence to give you.

THE CLERK OF THE COURT

He or she sits close to the Magistrates
in order to give them Legal advice,
and to make sure the Court runs
properly and smoothly.

THE CROWN PROSECUTOR

He or she will tell the Court the details
of the offence(s) for which you are in
Court, as well as details of any
previous offences.

THE DEFENCE SOLICITOR

He or she will put across your side of
the story, and be there to help and
advise you.

YOUTH OFFENDING SERVICE
WORKERS

There will also be a Court Officer from
the Youth Offending Service (YOS).
They are there to help you, and to
explain what might happen in Court.

If you are found guilty, they might
have to write a report about you,

to help the Magistrates decide on a
suitable sentence.

THE COURT USHER

He or she will call you when it is
your turn to go into Court, and show
you where to go. You must let the
usher know as soon as you arrive
at court.

REPORTERS

Sometimes there are reporters from
the local papers in Court, but they
are not always allowed to write about
what they hear, for legal reasons.

If you have any questions about the
Court, you can ask your solicitor or
the Youth Offending Service Officer.

Important Things to
Remember

® You must attend Court on the date
given, unless you have a very
good reason.

® You MUST let them know at once
if you cannot attend and they will
tell you what to do.

® |tis a good idea to see a solicitor
before you go to Court. If you are
worried about the cost, help may
be available, ask the solicitor.

® Your parent(s) or carer should go
to Court with you. If you go on
your own, the Court can order
them to attend.

If your case is Adjourned
This means that you will have to

come back on another day.

In the meantime, you could either be,
® On unconditional bail

e On conditional ball

® Remanded to the care of the local
authority, or

® Remanded in custody, if the
offence is very serious.




