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Working together to prevent y outh offending

How to find us

How to cont act us
Coventry Youth Offending Services

Ground Floor
Christchurch House

Greyfriars Lane
Coventry
CV1 2GY

Telephone: 02476 831414
Fax: 02476 831400

Email: Info@coventry-yos.org.uk
Web: www.coventry-yos.org.uk

We are here

June 2004

Youth
Offender
Panels

Information for
prospective
volunteers

No, but as a volunteer you will not be
out of pocket.
Travel expenses are paid, and we are
generally able to help with other
expenses, e.g. childcare costs,
to allow you to sit on a panel.

Will I be paid?

As being a volunteer will involve
you working with young people,
we are required to carry out a full
criminal record check on you.

However, previous convictions,
especially if they are minor in nature
are/or very old, will not automatically
stop you from being accepted.
This is something we can discuss
with you.

What if I have a
Criminal Record?

If you are interested in
finding out more about

becoming a
Referral Panel volunteer,
please contact us on the

number given on the
back of this leaflet.

If you are interested in
finding out more about

becoming a
Referral Panel volunteer,
please contact us on the

number given on the
back of this leaflet.



The components of a
contract will include:

Activities aimed at helping the young
person to make amends for the harm
caused by their behavior. This might
include them writing a letter of
apology to the victim, and/or taking
part in some form of reparative work
to benefit the individual or the
community. Examples include
conservation work, gardening and
maintenance work at a variety of
venues.

Activities to help prevent further
offending, such as support to get the
young person back into school,
or maintaining them in school.

Attendance at “Offence Specific”
groups, where the young person is
encouraged to explore the
consequences of their crime on all
those affected by it.

Help with
alcohol,
drug or
substance
misuse.

In April 2002 a new Court Order for
young people became available in
England & Wales.

The only other options available to
the Court in these circumstances are:

A complete discharge
A hospital order
A custodial sentence, for very
serious offences

The young person and his or her
parent(s)/carer, are required to attend
a Youth Offender Panel, made up of
two trained volunteers from the local
community, a Youth Offending Service
Officer, and sometimes the victim of
the crime.

The panel will negotiate and agree
a contract of activities and behavior,
tailored to the needs of the individual
young person.

What is a Referral Order? So, Where do you
come in?

Every year, we recruit new trainee
volunteers, to sit on Referral Panels.

If you are over 18 years old, and
would like to make a difference to the
lives of young people who offend,
their families and the community, this
could be for you!

We need people of all ages, from
every ethnic and social background.
No previous experience is necessary,
as full training will be given; all you
need is to be interested, to have an
open mind, and to be willing to learn.

Once you have been trained, regular
support meetings and ongoing
training will ensure that you feel
confident in your role, and part of the
team at the Youth Offending Services.

How much time will it
take?
The training consists of either one
evening per week for 7 weeks or all
day on a Saturday for 4 weeks.
Once trained, we would expect you to
be available for at least 2-3 hours per
month, to sit on panels
(some volunteers do much more).

Young people who offend, and are
aged between 10 and 17 years, who
are convicted by the Court for the first
time, are now likely to be made
subject to a Referral Order.


